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ABSTRACT
Acarya Priyuvruts Sarma is well known for his valuable contribution in the field

of Ayurveda. A prolific Writer, Orator, Teacher, Research scholar, Leader, Administrator
and above all a good Human being stood as an emblem for Ayurved« in the 20th century.

He was born on I" November, 1920, in a small village named Mustafapur near
Khagol in district Patna, Bihar in the family of traditional Vsidy». His father was Pundit«

Ramavatara Misra Vaid..vabh{j~af.laand mother was Srlmali Premadutsrt Devt. He was highly
qualified in Ayurveds, Sanskrit and Hindi and held highest positions in Academic as well
as in Administrative fields in Ayurveds.

AcarpI Priyavrata Sarma authored 35 books, edited 14 Ayurvedic manuscripts
and 3 books and has about 500 scientific papers to his credit. He participated in several
National and International conferences and was associated with several committees on
Ayurveds at National level. With profound admiration. Acat;va Priysvrsts Sarma's biographical

information and his contribution to the Ayurved» is portrayed in this article.

*Research Officer (Ay.), **Ph.D. Scholar / Senior Research Fellow (Ay.) & ***Director,
National Institute of Indian Medical Heritage (CCRAS), 3rd Floor, Osmania Medical College
Building, Putlibowli, Hyderabad-500095, India.
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Introduction
Acarya Priyavrata Sarma is well known for his valuable contributions in the

field of Ayurveds. A prolific Writer, Orator, Teacher, Research scholar, Leader,
Administrator and above all a good Human being, he stood as an emblem for Ayurveds
in the 20'h century.

Birth and Native Place
He was born on 1" November, 1920, in the family of traditional Vaidya in a

small village named Mustafapur, near Khagol in the district Patna of Bihar state in
India.3.4.5,6

Family History
He was born to Psndits Rsmsvstsre Misra Vsidyebhussn» and Srtmsti

Premsdulsrt Devt. His father Psndit« Rsmsvetsr« Misra Vaidyabh{j~alJawas a famous
Ayurvedic physician and founder of Bihar Prsnttys Vaidyasammelana (Regional
association of physicians of Bihar). He inherited the understanding and commitment
with full dedication for upliftment of Ayurvede from his father. His mother Srtmsti
Premeduiirt Devt wes a pious and kind hearted woman. He was the fifth child after
one elder brother and three sisters and followed by another younger sister. His elder
brother Pundits Satyavrata Sarma (Sujana) was a famous poet and writer. Acsry«
Priyavrata Sarma regarded him as his Adiguru (first teacher) and acquired the poetic
skills from him. Married to Snmsti Psdmtivstt Sarma in 1936 during his graduation
study at Ayurvedic college of Kasl Hindu Visvavidyalaya. She continued to be his
inspiration for more than 65 years till her last breath on 23rd December 200 1Y

Education
Acarya Priyavrata Sarma acquired primary education in Vedsrstns Vidyiilaya,

on the base of Gurukula SailJ(seminary style) in Mustafapur. He joined the Ayurvedic
college of Kasl Hindu Visvavidyalaya and obtained A.M.S. degree in 1940Y·6 Even
after obtaining degree, he relentlessly studied Ayurved« along with Ayurvedic practice.
He was influenced with the statement of Acarya Susruts "The physician should learn
as many allied sciences as possible for the proper understanding of the Ayurveds as it
is not possible to comprehend all branches of science in one treatise" (Su. Sii. 417).
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He studied different languages i.e. Sanskrit, Hindi, English and Bangia. He
obtained M.A. Sanskrit from B.H.U. in 1948, Siihityiiciirya from Bihar SahityaAcademy
in 1949 and M.A. Hindi from Patna University in 1950.2 He was also mastered in other
subjects related to Ayurveds i.e. Vyiikaral}a (grammar), Siihitya (literature), Dsrssna
(doctrines of Philosophy), Ithihiisa(history) etc. to obtain more proficiency in Ayurveds?

Academic and Administrative Contribution
Aciirya Priyavrata Sarmiihas held highest positions in the academic as well as

administrative spheres of Ayurveds. He started his career as an Ayurvedic practitioner
and then carried out many works i.e. teaching, administration, research in Ayurveds,
writing Ayurvedic books and editing of old Ayurvedic treatises etc. Even he standardized
the teaching of Dravysgun« on scientific lines which is still being followed all over the
country and abroad.

(1) As an Ayurvedic Physician
After completion of graduation (A.M.S.) in 1940 (from Kiisi Hindu

Visvavidyiilaya) he practiced Ayurveds at Khagol in Bihar for six years.

(2) As a Teacher and Administrator
He joined as a lecturer in Ayurvedic College, Begusarai in Bihar in 1946 and

taught Rscsasssrtrs (Human anatomy) and Kriyiisarfra (Human physiology) (1946-
53). Later he joined in Kiisl Hindu VisvavidyiiJaya in 1953 as a lecturer in the department
of Drsvysguna (1953-56). He came back to Bihar, worked as Principal in Govt. Ayurvedic
College, Patna and developed it systematically (1956-60). In the year 1960 he became
Deputy Director, Health Services (Indian Medicine) in Bihar (1960-63). After the
establishment of P.G centre at B.H.U, he was appointed as Professor and Head of
Department of Dravyeguna and Director of Post graduate Institute (1963-80). He than
adorned the chair of Dean, Faculty of Indian Medicine in 1978 and in 1980 he retired
from the service of B.H.U. Later on, he worked as a Professor and Director, Centre for
History of Medicine, Asiatic Society, Calcutta (1985), as Principal Investigator for
research projects under the Indian national Science Academy, New Delhi up to a decade
and as Guru (Professor) under the Rii$trlya Ayurved» Vidyiip1tha (National Academy
of Ayurveda), New Delhi for two years.v'"
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With his proficiency in teaching and guidance he has guided 16 M.D. and 14
Ph.D. dissertations during his tenure at Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi.

Table-!
D.Ay.M. I M.D. (Ayurveda) Dissertations Guided':'

S.No. Name of the Title of Dissertation
Scholar

4.

1. N.G.
Bandyopadhyaya

2. Srikrishna Dixit

3. K. Raghunathan

Krishna Kumar

5. Bhrigunath Singh

6. Guru Prasad
Sharma
D.S. Lucas7.

8. S.N. Suman

9. Lal Bahadur
Pandey

A Study on Bhellstsk» as Rsssysns:
haematological and biochemical
approach.
Effect of copper in haematological
disorders.
A study on some aspects of Tinospora
cardifolia.
Effect of Bhalliitaka (Semecarpus
anacardium) on liver function.
A study on Amalakl (Phyllanthus
emblica) and its use in some Paittika
disorders with special reference to
Amlapitta.
Studies on the efficacy of Dugdhika
in bronchial Asthama.
Studies on MOrva with special
reference to pharmacology and clinical
studies on Marsdenia tenacissima
W.&A.
Snigdha Evsm Raks« GU(10m Ka
Adhyayana.
Gsrbhenirodhska Dravyom Kii
Adhyayana.

Year of
award of
Degree

1966

1967

1968

1969

1969

1969

1970

1971

1972
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10. Aniruddha Mishra Sy6naka Ka Ouns-Karmstmsks 1972
Adhyayana.

II. Nageshwar Mishra Aralu Ka Guns-Ksrmstmeke 1974
Adhyayana.

12. M.C. Pandey Studies on hypoglycemic effect of 1975
bark of Pterocarpus marsupium( Bljaka).

13. K.P. Mishra ParilJamasiila Para Msdbuysst: Ke 1975
Prsbbsv» Ka Adhyayana.

14. P.K. Mukherjee Study on AIjaka (Orthospinon 1976
pallidus Royle).

15. A.N. Pandey Ankuss Krimi Para KampilJaka 1977
Ka Prabhsvs.

16. Y.K. Joshi A study on the Hypoglycemic effect 1978
of Clerodendron infortunatum Linn.

Table 2
Ph.D. (Ayurveda) Dissertations Guidedl.5

S. No. Name of the Title of Dissertation
Scholar

l. P.y' Tiwari

2. J.K. Ojha

3. T.N. Sharma
4. D. Joshi

5. B.N. Singh

6. C. Chaturvedi

Effect of certain indigenous drugs on uterine
activities.
Rssnsbhed« Evsm Useke Katipaya Pratinidhi
Drevyom Ka Adhyayana.
Standardisation of Asavari$tas.
Pharmaceutical & Pharmacotherapeutic studies
on Abhraka Bhasma with special reference to
Ayurvede.
Miirva ke Sambandha mem Sandigdhata ka
Adhyayana evariJ NirakaralJa.
A Study on Basic concepts of Ayurvedic
Pharmacology.
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7.
8.
9.
10.

12.

Gp. Sharma

x.c. Chunekar
N.G Bandyopdhyaya
B.S. Dixit

11... A. Mishra
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Rasna kJ Sandigdhata para Adhyayana.
Pharmacognostical studies on medicinal plants.
A study on Krimighna Dravyas.
Clinical and experimental study on
Phakkar6ga.
Katipaya Prsvshikshsr« Drevyom Ka
Tulsruitmsks Adhyayana.
Chemical and Pharmacological study on Indian
Medicinal Plants.
Study on Copper Bhasma.
Study on Anti-cancer activity of Semicarpus
anacardium Linn.

(3) Literary Contributions
.4carya Priyavrata Sarma edited fourteen important manuscripts and three

books, written thirty two books on different subjects of Ayurveds and three books on
poetry in Hindi and Sanskrit languages. Thus he worked on about 52 books as an editor
or as an author and published about 500 scientific papers.'

The following is the list of Manuscripts edited and Books published by .4carya
Priyavrata Sarma as listed in the book Ayurveds Ke ChaiJ Dsssk« (Six decades of
Ayurveda) (1941-2000), a collection of the selected Articles and Lectures by .4carya
Priyavrata Sarma, edited by Satya Deo Dubey and Anugrah Narain Singh and other
sources.

B.N. Sharma

13.
14.

S.K. Dixit
Y.K. Joshi

Manuscripts Edited: 16

S. No. Name of the Manuscript

2.

1. A$!aIiganighalJ!uiJ

Msdha va-Dra vyagulJaiJ
[Btuivesvebhiiv» viidsh]

Name and Place of
Publisher

Year of
Public-
ation

1973 The Kuppuswamy
Shastri research
institute, Madras
Chowkhamba Vidhya
Bhawan, Varanasi

1973
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3. Hrdeysdtpsks nighalJfu of 1977 Chaukhambha
Bopadev« Amarabharati

Prakashan, Varanasi
4. Siddhsmsntreb of Vaidyacarya 1977 Chaukhambha

Kessvs (with Prakasa Amarabharati
Commentary of Vopadeva) Prakashan, Varanasi

5. Yogaratnamiila of NagaIjuna 1977 Chaukhambha
(with Commentary of Orientalia, Varanasi
Svetambara Bhiksu Guasksre}

6. AbhidhanaratnamaJa 1977 Chaukhambha
($a¢rasanlghalJfulJ) Orientalia, Varanasi

7. So¢haJamghalJfub 1978 Oriental Institute,
(NamasaIigraha and Baroda
Gunsssngrahs] of Vaidyacarya
So¢haJa

8. KaiyadevanighalJfub 1979 Chaukhambha
(Pathyapathyavibhodhakab) Orientalia, Varanasi
with Guru Prasad Sharma

9. Dhsnvaatsrinighsruui) Translated 1982 Chaukhambha
in Hindi by Guru Prasad Sharma Orientalia, Varanasi

10. The Miscellaneous Portion of ]986 Bulletin ofIndian
MadanadinighalJfU [Viprsktrns- Institute of History of
dravys-prsksrsnem] of Medicine, Vol. XVI-
Candranandana 1986, Supplement,

IIHM (CCRAS),
Hyderabad

11. Sabdacandrika of ]989 Central Council for
Sri CakrapalJidatta Research in Ayurveda

and Siddha, New Delhi
12. Carakatattvapradfpika (with 1990 Swami Lakshmiram

Dr. Satyadeva Dube) Trust, Jaipur
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13. Cakradatta-Ratnaprabhii (The
Cakradatta (Cikitsii-SaIigraha) of
Cskrspenidstte with the
commentary Ratnaprabhii by
Mahamah6padhyaya
Sri Niscslsksrs)
Cakradatta-Ratnaprabhii
(Psrisists] (Residual Portion of
the Manuscript)

Books Edited:
S. No. Name of the Book

1993

200314.

Language Year of
Publication

A Descriptive Catalogue of
Manuscripts on Ayurveds in
the Banaras Hindu University
compiled by Rama Shankar
Tripathi and Assisted by
Janardan Pandey

2 Vidhivaidyaka
(Vyavahiiriiyurveda-Vljniina)
by Shivanath Khanna and
Indradeva Tripathi

3 AHaIiga Hrdsysm of
Vagbhara- Siitrasthiinam with
Arunsdstts's SarvaIigasundarii
and Atridevs's VJ·dy6tiniHindi
Commentary

Books Written on Different Subjects of Ayurved« : 32
Drsvysguu« : 10

S.No. Name of the Book Language Yearof
Publication

English 1984

Hindi 1979

Sanskrit- 1978
Hindi

Swami Jayaramadas
Ramprakash Trust,
Jaipur

Bulletin of Indian Institute
of History of Medicine,
Hyderabad.(Special Volume)

Name and Place of
Publisher
Banaras Hindu
University, Library,
Varanasi

Chaukhambha
Orientalia, Varanasi

Chaukhambha
Orientalia, Varanasi

Name and Place of
Publisher
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Drsvysguna- Vijiiiina Hindi 1- 1955 Chaukhamba Vidhya
Part I-V II, III- 1956 Bhawan, Varanasi

IV- 1977 (Part-I, II, III),
V-1981 Chaukhambha Sanskrit

Sans than, Varanasi
(Part-Tv), Chaukhambha
Bharati Academy,Varanasi
(Part-V)

2 Introduction to English 1976 Chaukhambha
Drevysguna (Indian Orientalia, Varanasi
Pharmacology)

3 Fruits and vegetables English 1979 Chaukhambha
in Ancient India Orientalia, Varanasi

4 l)aJhaI)a and his English 1982 Munshiram
comments on Drugs Manoharlal Publishers

Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi
5 PriyanighaI)!ub Sanskrit 1983 Chaukhamba

(Sanskrit text with & Hindi Surbharati Prakashan,
'Padmd Hindi Varanasi
commentary)

6 Dra vysgunsstitrsm Hindi & 1994 Chaukhambha
(Aphorisms on English Sanskrit Bhawan,
DravyaguI)a) with Varanasi
author's annotation
(Sanskrit text with Hindi
and English Translation)
Hindi Translation by
Satya Deo Dube

7 Classical Uses of English 1996 Chaukhambha
Medicinal Plants Visvabharati, Varanasi

8 DravyaguI)a-Kosab Sanskrit - 1997 Chaukhambha
(Dictionary of Hindi- Orientalia, Delhi
Ayurvedic terms relating English
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to names, synonyms,
properties and actions
of Medicinal Plants)
PU$payurveda/l
(Flowers in Health and
Disease) (Sanskrit text
with English Translation)
Nsmsrapejnensm
(Charecterization of
Medicinal Plants)

Sarlrakriya (Human Physiology of Ayurved« ): I
II Sarlrakriyavijiiana Hindi 1978,

2nd edition

9 English 1997

10 English 2000

Chaukhambha
Visvabharati, Varanasi

Satyapriya Prakashan,
Varanasi

Chowkhambha
Sanskrit Sansthan,
Varanasi

Vikrti VijiIana (Principles of Pathology in Ayurveda): I

12 Rogl-Psrlkss- Vidhi Hindi 1982, Chaukhambha
(Ancient and Modem 3rd edition Bharati Academy,
Clinical Methods) Varanasi

Maulika Siddhanta (Basic Principles of Ayurveda): 2
13 $o¢asaJigahrdayam Sanskrit 1987

(Sanskrit text with & Hindi
Hindi Translation)

14 Essentials of Ayurvcds English 1993

Ayurved« Dsrssns (Philosophy of Ayurveda): 2

15 Sanskrit 1978,
-Hindi 2nd edition

Dosa-Ksrsnetvs-
Mfmamsa (Sanskrit
text and Hindi
Translation)

Padma Prakashan,
Varanasi

Motilal Banarasidass
Publishers Private
Limited, Delhi

Chowkhambha
Sanskrit Sansthan,
Varanasi
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16 ~yurveda-LJarsanan7 Sanskrit, 1994 Chaukhambha
Hindi & Viswabharati,
English Varanasi

Ayurved« ltihiisa (History of Ayurveda): 5
17 Vagbhara- Vivecens Hindi 1968 Chaukhambha

(A Comprehensive Vidyabhavan,
critical study of Varanasi
Vagbhara)

18 Caraka-Cintana Hindi 1970 Chaukhambha
(A Historical study of Vidyabhavan,
Carsks-ssmtuts) Varanasi

19 Indian Medicine in the English 1972 Chowkhambha
Classical Age Sanskrit Series

Office, Varanasi

20 Ayurveds Kii Hindi 1975 Chaukhambha
Vaijnamka ltihiisa Orientalia, Varanasi

21 History of Medicine in English 1992 Indian National
India (From Antiquity Science Academy,
to 1000 A.D.) New Delhi

22 Caraka -Samtkss Hindi Semvat Chowkhambha
-2026 Sanskrit Series

Office, Varanasi

Critical Study and Translation of Ayurvedic Treatises: 8
23 Caraka-sarilhitii- Sanskrit I - 1981 Chaukhambha

Sanskrit text with & II -1983 Orientalia, Varanasi
English Translation English III - 1985
(Vols. I-II)Caraka- IV - 1994
ssmhits- Critical Notes
(Incorporating the
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commentaries of
Jejjara, Cakrspeni,
GaIigadhara and
Y6gindranatha)
(Vols. III-IV)

24 Caraka Samajiia Sanskrit 1996 Chaukhambha
Publishers, Varanasi

25 Susruts-Semhits- Sanskrit 1999- Chaukhambha
With English translation & 2001 Visvabharati,
of text and Dslhsns'« English Varanasi
Commentary alongwith
critical notes (Vols. 'l-lll)

26 Okitsa-Kaiiiolof Hindi 1987 Chaukhamba
Ttsstscsrys, edited Surbharati Prakashan,
with Hindi commentary Varanasi

27 Cikitsa-Kaiika of English 1987 Chaukhamba
Ttsetscerys with Surbharati Prakashan,
Cendrsts's Sanskrit Varanasi
commentary edited with
English commentary and
explanatory notes

28 Cakradatta Sanskrit English 1994 Chaukhambha
text with English Publishers, Varanasi
Translation

29 Susrutsssmbits- Hindi 2002 Rashtriya Ayurveda
Saptadhyayi MeIiJ Vidyapeeth,
Vsnsspetiystn Aura New Delhi
Anya Dravya (with
Dr. Sanjay R. Talamale)
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30 Csruks KI Drsvys-
Saptadhyiiyl :
Ssmtksstmsk«
Adhyuyuns (with
Dr. Mohan Lal)

Research on Ayurveds : 2
31 Ayurveds KI K uchs

Pnictne Pustskem
(A description of
Ayurvedic research
Literature)

Ayurvedty»
Anusandhiina-Paddhati
(Methodology of
Research in Ayurveda)

32

Poetry: 3
1 Medhudtitt

Srtrsmsvetarecsritsm2

3 Vsssntssstskem

Hindi Unpublished

Hindi 1962 Chaukhambha
Bharati Academy,
Varanasi

Hindi 1976 Chaukhambha
Orientalia, Varanasi

Hindi 1938 Mustafapur

Sanskrit 1948 Bhagalpur

Sanskrit 1968 Varanasi

(4) Ariticles Published
Acarya Priyavrata Sarma had published about 500 Articles on different subjects

of Ayurvede. The book Ayurved« Ke Chsh Dsssk« (Six decades of Ayurveda) (1941-
2000) enlisted the titles of 395 articles and compiled 121 full articles.

(5) As a Member or Chairman in Different Committees-
He was associated with several committees on Ayurveds at National level. He

served as a member in the following committees.
1. Ayurvedic and Unani Drugs Technical Advisory Board, Govt. of India.
2. Ayurvedic Pharmacopoeia Committee, Govt. of India
3. Central Council of Indian Medicine, New Delhi.
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4. Governing Body and Scientific Advisory Committee of Central Council for
Research in Ayurveda and Siddha (CCRAS), New Delhi.

5. Advisory Committee, National Commission for Compilation of History of
Sciences, New Delhi.

6. Scientific Advisory Board, Gujarat Ayurveda University, Jamanagar.
7. Hindi Advisory Board, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare. Govt. of India.
8. Chairman, Single Drugs Sub-committee, A.P.C., Govt. of India.

(6) Conferences Attended'
He participated in several National and International conferences held in India

and abroad and chaired for several conferences. The following is the list of International
conferences he attended.

I. International Orientalist' s Conference, Paris in 1973. (Presided over one session)
2. International Congress of Human Sciences, Mexico City in 1976.
3. International Conference on Traditional Asian Medicine, Surabaya (Indonesia)

in 1984.
4. World Sanskrit Conference, Leiden (Netherlands) in 1987.
5. World Sanskrit Conference, Vienna in 1990.

(7) Awards and Honors'
Acarya Priyavrata Sanna devoted his entire life for the propagation of Ayurveda.

For the valuable contributions to the science of Ayurveds, he was honored with the
following awards and honors.

1. Award of Rs. 1,00,000 from Rsm» Nsreysn« Vaidya Ayurveda Research
Trust.

2. A number of Awards from different State Govts. on his published works
3. Honorary Fellow, French Society of Ethnopharmacology.
4. Fellow, Society of Ethnobotanists, India.
5. Fellow, National Academy of Ayurveda, India.

Conclusion

Acarya Priyavrata Sarma will be remembered by Ayurvedic fraternity as face
of Ayurved» in the 20th century for the contributions he made to the science of Ayurved«.
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He made historic revolution in writing on Ayurvedic subjects; he wrote text books
according to the Central Council of Indian Medicine (CCIM) syllabus of Ayurvedacarya
(Graduate degree in Ayurveds] and Ayurvedsvscsspsti (Postgraduate degree in
Ayurvede). He followed the style which suits the current curriculum and other needs
of scholars by incorporating relevant scientific and technological inputs viz.
Pharmacognosy, Pharmacology and Phytochemistry along with Ayurveds. These books
are quite popular among generations of students and teachers of Ayurveds. Another
set of works by him in the form of Hindi and English translations of Ayurvedic treatises
are quite lucid and handy for research scholars. He brought into light several Ayurvedic
manuscripts by editing them.

He is a polymath whose erudition expands to various knowledge spheres like
Sanskrit literature, History, Manuscriptology and Ayurveds. His dedication, hard work,
conceptual thinking, simplicity, dutifulness and discipline made him unique and
incomparable. The legendary personality left this material world on l S" May, 2007.
The Life history and contributions of Acarya Priyavrata Sarma will be the source of
inspiration and guiding light for the budding scientists of Ayurveda forever.

Acarya Priyavrata Sarma: Epitome of Apta of present era
The Apt6padesa is one of the four means of getting true knowledge and Acarya

Carakahas defined Apts as follows: The Apt» (authorities) are the personalities who
have freed themselves from passion (Rajas) and ignorance (Tamas) by means of spiritual
endeavor and knowledge, whose understanding embracing the past, present and future
(Trikala), is pure (AmaJa) and at all times, unclouded (A vyahata). It is these that are
authoritative, the learned (Si$!a), the enlightened (Vibuddha) and their word is
unimpeachable (Asamsaya) and true (Satya). Acarya Priyavrata Sarma is one of such
Apt» or Authority in the present era who enlightened the community of Ayurveds with
his indispensable scientific, humanitarian and universal spirit.
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